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“Salvation Dissected.”      Text – Ephesians 2:5     


Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Dissection is what you do when you take the dead body of an animal and open it up to examine it.  
It is, as many of you will know, a rather messy business.  
During dissection the bone structure, the tissue, and the organs are analysed and classified.  
And although many of us will have wiped this from our memories, there comes a time, normally as a secondary school student, when we each had to perform or observe at least one dissection.  

When it comes to humans, dissection is also performed in the case of sudden or unexplained death.  
The law of the land states that in the event of a death in these circumstances, an autopsy must be performed on the body in order to establish the cause of death.  
Before the autopsy, all that is known is that the person was alive one moment and dead the next.  After the autopsy, it is hoped that internal evidence will reveal what caused the death.

Well, in the text before us today, Paul performs an unusual type of dissection as well.  
It is unusual because this dissection is not on a dead body, but a living one.  
The mysterious circumstances before Paul are not those of a sudden or unexplained death, but those of a sudden and unexplained life!  Someone who was dead is now alive.  

Now, because this dissection is performed on someone who is living, it is obviously not a physical dissection, but a spiritual dissection.  
Paul’s interest is not in bones, tissue, and organs, but the soul.  

And, in addition, the unusual and unexpected coming to life that Paul is dissecting is not that of one isolated person but of a whole group of people.  
He is talking about “us” and “we,” which includes himself.
He is talking about all those who have the condition of Christianity.

As we consider the results of his findings then, 
we see here in verse 5 that Paul reveals how our salvation was accomplished.  
And he does this by explaining When it happened, What happened, and Why it happened.  

Now, if you have ever seen a police drama, you will know that one of the first things that police want to know is the time of death. 
 In order for them to work out what has happened, they need to know when death is likely to have occurred.  
With this spiritual dissection though, Paul’s interest here is the time of life; when was it that this person was made alive?

	And what God’s Word reveals is that this miraculous coming to life occurred “even when we were dead in our transgressions.”  
	Now, we looked at this, in some detail when we looked at verses 1-3.  
	There we saw the spiritual condition of all unbelievers.  
	We saw there that this is a slavery to sin.  

It is following the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air.  
It is a gratifying of the cravings of the sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts.  

	But let me add a few more scriptural indications about this state of spiritual death.  
	Later in Ephesians, Paul will return to this subject and describe, again, the spiritual condition of all unbelievers.  
	In chapter 4:18, he says, “They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts.  Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, with a continual lust for more.”  
	Every single person who does not call on the name of Jesus Christ lives like this.  
	Their lives are driven by sensuality and lust, and of one sort or another.  
	Now, it will be to differing degrees from one person to the next, but it is so.


	And Jesus reveals this in the parable of the Prodigal son.  
	You boys and girls will remember this story.  
	The boy asked for his inheritance and left his father’s home to go and enjoy life.  

Jesus says, he “squandered his wealth on wild living.”  
	Now, when he returned home, his father ordered a feast to celebrate his return.  
	And you will remember that his brother was upset about this and asked his father for an explanation.  

And what did his Father say to him by way of answer?  He said, “We had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.”  
	Now, this boy was never physically dead.  

Spiritually, however, he was dead in his transgressions.  
	He gave himself over to the pursuit of sinful pleasure in the form of wine and women and gambling and such things.
	Those who live apart from the Lord are spiritually dead.  
	Their lives are about the pursuit of pleasure; pleasing one’s self, not pleasing God.  


	Now, not all of them will descend into the worst excesses of sin as the prodigal did.  But even if they do not, all that they do is not motivated by a desire to please God in the way that He desires to be pleased.  They do not seek to obey His commandments.


	And we see this explained in Romans 8.  
	There it says, “Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature desires … The mind of sinful man is death … the sinful mind is hostile to God.  It does not submit to God's law, nor can it do so.  Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God.”


	And God’s Word is equally clear on how this condition of spiritual death came about.  
	In Romans 1:20ff, we read, “For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities-- his eternal power and divine nature-- have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.”  
	What Paul is saying here is that you only need to open your eyes to see the attributes of God written into the creation.  
	The birds, the clouds, the stars, the flowers, the complexity of a single cell, all these bear witness to the God who created them.  
	But then it goes on to say, “For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.  Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles.”  
	Instead of worshipping the creator God, they worshipped the things He had created.  


	This, Brothers and Sisters, is spiritual death: idolatry and sensuality.  
	This is the condition of all unbelievers: idolaters and pleasure seekers.

But this is also the time of life for believers.  
	This is who you were and how you lived at the moment that you were “made alive.”  

Just like these Ephesian Christians, you too were made alive “even when [you] were dead in your transgressions.”  

Thus, as this spiritual dissection continues, we now know When it happened.  What we are interested in, secondly though, is what happened.  

And again, with standard police procedure, this would mean establishing whether a crime has taken place or the nature of the crime.  
How did the death come about?  What is the cause of death?  Accident?  Homicide?  Blunt force trauma?  Etc etc.  

However, what Paul wishes to explore with these Ephesian Christians and with all God’s people is how life came about.  What happened that brought about spiritual life in those who were spiritually dead?  And the answer he sets before us is that we were “made alive with Christ.”
Now, firstly, we must take careful note of the fact that we were “made alive with Christ.”  
These words must be taken together.  
Our being “with Christ” is not a result of our being “made alive.”  
No, the Greek uses two words here.  
The second is the name of Christ, and the first word is what translates as “we-were—made-alive-with.”  
Thus, what happened is that we “were made alive with Christ.”

Well, what then does this mean; this being “made alive with Christ”?  
Scripture reveals three ways that this statement may be understood.  
With the first, being “made alive with Christ” can have in view the final physical resurrection from the dead.  
1 Corinthians 15 talks about this as a being made alive.  
Secondly, it can refer to the whole package of salvation.  
To be alive in Christ is to live a Christ-like way of life; Romans 6 talks about this.  

But here though, in 2:5, Paul’s narrow interest is in the beginning of the work of salvation.  
Being made alive with Christ has in view deliverance from the state of spiritual death through the gift of new life.  
Yes, it means we will live in a Christ-like manner and that we will be physically resurrected from the dead, just as Jesus was, but here it refers, specifically, to the initial moment of our being made alive with Christ.
And this is seen further in the tense of the Greek word itself.  
Very specifically, Paul makes use of a tense that indicates a past action at a given point.  
Other tenses might have suggested a continual process or an ongoing work.  
However, Paul says, “God, who is rich in mercy, MADE us alive with Christ.”  
He is not MAKING us alive.  He will not make us alive one day.  No, we were “MADE alive with Christ.”  
Back then, in the past sometime, this being “made alive with Christ,” was done.  

When then, was this moment in the past?  
Well, that question is answered by the last two words of the statement; “made alive WITH CHRIST.”  
Quite simply, in a very real sense, when Christ was made alive, so were you.  
And to understand this link we need to turn briefly to Romans 6.  Turn there with me please.  
Here Paul has been busy explaining the link between all men and Adam and the link between Christians and Christ.  
And in v3, he says, “Don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.  If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection.”  
(Now, hold this passage open because we will return here in a moment.)  

For now though, your resurrection, your being made alive, was accomplished, when Jesus Christ arose from the dead.  
Because Jesus is the head of the church and His people are the body, when He rose from the dead, you rose from the dead.  
What God purposed in eternity, Christ accomplished at Calvary.  
There, all believers moved from death into life with Christ.  

All that remains is for the Spirit to apply it in the life of every believer.  
In the OT administration, this happened when the Spirit brought believers to faith in the Promised Messiah.
In the NT administration, this happens when the Spirit brings believers to faith in the Risen and ascended Messiah.
With some of you, it happened in the womb or in infancy.
With others it happened at some point that you remember as a child or young person or adult.  
But at some moment, the Holy Spirit made you aware that you were made alive with Christ.  
And you began to live as one who is spiritually alive, not dead.
All those who belong to God, by virtue of their union with Christ, have been “made alive with Christ.”  

Well, the next most obvious question to ask then is what does this look like?  
While it is easy to tell the difference between someone who has passed from life into death, what happens to someone who passes from spiritual death into spiritual life?  
What does our spiritual dissection reveal about this?  

Here, all Paul says is that we were “made alive with Christ.”  
But again, as we look at Romans 6:8, Paul continues, “Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.”  
And in v11, “In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.  Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires.  Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness.  For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace.”  
And Paul says a similar thing in 2 Corinthians 5:15, “And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.”  

Those who have been made alive with Christ live for Christ!  
Do you?  Is this a description of your life?  
Do you, daily, offer the parts of your body to God as an instrument of righteousness?  
Are the things that you listen to pleasing to God?  
Are you training your eyes to be instruments of righteousness?  
Are you seeking after purity with all the parts of your body?  
What would a spiritual dissection of you reveal?  
Would you like the results of that spiritual dissection to be available to your brothers and sisters?

Well, what it would reveal is what Paul goes on to speak about in the last part of our text in Ephesians.  
Once again, we know that with standard police procedure after establishing the time of death and the manner of death they are also very interested in motive.  Why did this death happen?  

And Paul too, who is revealing how the Christian came from spiritual death into spiritual life, has established When it happened and What happened.  
All that remains, for him also, is to establish Why it happened.  

	And here, we might say that Paul delivers the findings of this spiritual dissection.  
	When all is said and done about all those who go from spiritual death to life, there is nothing else to be said other than “by grace you have been saved.”  

And what this makes clear is that the one responsible for this condition of spiritual life is God and God alone.  
	Just as one who was physically dead could not possibly raise themselves to life, so those spiritually dead cannot raise themselves to life.  
	As sinners, we raised angry fists to heaven.  

As sinners we cursed God and blasphemed His name.  
As sinners we were hostile towards God.  
As sinners we rejected God and embraced idols of our own imagination.  
As sinners we indulged in the cravings of the sinful nature.  
	As sinners we neither knew that we needed to be saved nor wanted to be saved.  
	But because of His great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ.  


	And this is exactly what God, in His kind providence, has shown to us today in the baptism of little Ali.
	Did Ali ask to be baptized?  No.

Did Ali get herself ready for baptism?  No.
	The baptism of Ali is a visible reminder that salvation is all of grace.
	Ali was baptized because of the grace of God.

Ali has become a child of the covenant by the grace of God.
	Ali has received God’s promise to her that if she will love God with all her heart, soul, mind, and strength, He will never forsake her because of the grace of God.


	And in this all who have come to faith in the Lord Jesus Christ are reminded that your salvation was not deserved.  
	Your salvation was not the result of your actions.  

Your salvation was not at your initiative
Your salvation is due to the great and undeserved love of God.  
Your salvation is by grace alone! 
	And Brothers and Sisters, young people, and boys and girls, this means, just as we were reminded in the baptismal form, that your baptism has placed you under obligation to live in obedience to God.  


	You must cling to this one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.


	You must trust Him and love Him with all your heart, soul, mind and strength.


	You must abandon the sinful way of life, put to death your old nature, and show by your life that you belong to God.


	And when, through weakness, you fall into sin, do not despair of God’s mercy.  For it is by grace that you have been saved.  Amen.







